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Naples, June 14, 2017

To the United States Consul General in Naples, Mrs. Mary Ellen Countryman,  ConsulateGeneralNaples@gmail.com
My name is Ermete Ferraro and I am a Neapolitan citizen who has been engaged in the movements for peace and the environment for over 30 years. In addition to being a language arts and social sc. teacher in a State Middle School, I have also been involved in defending and promoting Neapolitan language and culture for more than 10 years. For this reason, I was the first to run a Neapolitan course in two state schools and, more recently, I also held a similar course for adults at UNITRE (University of the Three Ages) in Naples. In addition, I collaborate with the Giambattista Basile Association - whose president is Pasquale Farro - and with my (and your) friend Davide Brandi, whose Neapolitan course was also attended by you (on this topic, you can read what I said to an American journalist of ITALY MAGAZINE : http://www.italymagazine.com/featured-story/tongue-tied-no-more-deciphering-neapolitan-dialect
I have read with interest the interview you recently released to the Neapolitan newspaper IL MATTINO and I greatly appreciate what you said about Napoli's culture and language, whose importance seems to be paradoxically recognized more abroad than in Italy. You said: "I perceived the pride of a people for their own traditions and for their own culture" and that this Neapolitan course was "one of the most beautiful experiences I am experiencing in Naples". 

Therefore, as a cultor of the language and culture you so much appreciate, please allow me to appeal to you for a problem that only apparently concerns another matter.

I was one of the Greens’ activists who on Thursday, June 8, peacefully demonstrated in front of the U.S. Consulate General in Naples, to protest against what the Trump Administration decided to do,  by canceling any U.S. involvement in international efforts to counter global warming and to foster alternative energy sources. Obviously I understand that - as an U.S. diplomatic representative - you cannot go into the merits of such choices nor give a direct response. It would be good though that the Neapolitan Diplomatic Agency could be a spokesman for the widespread discontent with President Trump's negationist choices and his will to defend, at all costs, the interests of fossil energy sources lobbies.
I think that your sincere love for Naples and its people should lead you to reflect on what the Greens of this city have been denouncing: if the temperature continues to rise and the ice to melt, it will not long take before Naples itself - like others coastal towns - could be submerged by sea water. It is a concern, however, that American environmentalists as well have been expressing for many years and to which I believe much more attention should be given, if nothing else for love of our countries and to give a future to our children and grandchildren.  As we wrote on our cartels - "There is no one Plan…et B" ! 

I write this letter both in English and in Neapolitan, being sure that this will please you.
Hoping in a reply from you, thanks for your kind attention.

Yours sincerely,

Ermete Ferraro

Ermete Ferraro, Dr.Lett., Dip.A.S. ,
President, Campanian Network for the Civilization of Sun and Biodiversity     
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Napule, ô 14 ’e giugno 2017

Ô Conzule Generale d’ ‘e State Aunite d’America a Napule, Mrs. Mary Ellen Countryman,  ConsulateGeneralNaples@gmail.com
Me chiammo Ermete Ferraro e songo nu cetadino napulitano che, ’a chiù ’e 30 anne, sta ‘mpignato dint’ê muvemiente p’ ‘a pace e pe ll’ambiente.  A parte ca faccio ’o prufessore ’e Lettere int’ â scola pubbreca, ’a cchiù ’e 10 anne me dongo ’a fa’ pure pe defennere e prummovere ’a lengua e ’a cultura napulitana. E’ pe chesto ca songo stato ’o primmo che purtaje annante nu curzo ’e Napulitano int’a ddoje scole medie  e, urdemamente, nu soccio curzo pure p’ ‘a gente gruosse, int’â sezzione ‘e Napule ’e ll’UNITRE (Unneverzetà d’ ’e Tre Aità). Fatico pure cu ll’Associazione ‘Giambattista Basile’ – cu Pascale Farro comme Presidente – e cu l’ammico mio (e vuosto)  Davide Brandi, che sta tenenno  ’o Curzo ’e Napulitano c’avite fatto pure vuje. (Putite leggere chello che aggio ditto a na giurnalista ‘mmericana,  pubbrecato ’ncopp’a ITALY MAGAZINE: http://www.italymagazine.com/featured-story/tongue-tied-no-more-deciphering-neapolitan-dialect).

Aggio liggiuto cu ’nteresse l’intervista vosta ô giurnale napulitano IL MATTINO e aggio apprezzato assaje chello che avite ditto ’ncopp’â lengua e â cultura ’e Napule, che – cosa curiosa – pare ca tene chiù  ‘mpurtanza â parte ’e fora ca stesso in Italia. Avite ditto: “aggio sentuto l’orgoglio ‘e nu populo p’ ‘e tradezziune soje e p’ ‘a cultura soja” e pure ca ‘stu curzo ‘e Napulitano è stato “una d’ ‘e sperienzie cchiù bbelle che stongo vivenno a Napule”.
Pe cchesto,  comme studioso d’ ’a lengua e cultura che vuje accussì tanto apprezzate, dateme licenzia ’e ve fa’ n’appello che pare che tocca a n’atu fatto.

Io stevo ‘mmiez’a ll’attiviste Verde che – giovedì 8 ‘e giugno – manifestajeno pacificamente ’nnante ô Cunzulato generale USA a Napule, pe se lagnà d’ ‘o fatto ca ‘o Presidente Trump nun vulette mettere ’a firma soja ’ncopp’â l’accorde ’e Parigge, p’arreducere ’o scarfamiento globbale e pe fa’ pulitiche deverze pe ll’energia.  Naturalmente io capisco bbuono ca vuje – comme Rappresentante diplomateco d’ ‘e State Aunite Americane – nun putite trasì dint’â ’sti fatte e nun me putite manco da’ na risposta acconcia. Sarria na cosa bbona, però, si ’a rappresentanza diplomateca napulitana vulesse purtà ammasciata d’ ‘o fatto ca ’nce stanno assaje gente che songo scuntente p’ ‘o negazionisemo  d’ ’o Presidente Trump, che vo’ addefennere pe fforza ll’interesse d’ ’e lobbies d’ ’e ssurgiente fuossele.
L’ammore vuosto verace pe Napule e p’ ’a ggente soja v’avarria purtà a ppenzà bbuono ’ncopp’ a chello c’haveno ditto ‘e Verde ‘e ’sta Cetà: si ’a temperatura cuntinuarrà a saglì e si ’e gghiacce cuntinuarranno a se squaglià, dint’a quarche decina d’anne stessa Napule – comm’a ll’ate cetà d’ ’e ccoste – putarria esse zuffunnata ’a ll’acqua d’ ’o mare. ’E ‘stu fatto se stanno preoccupanno ’a nu sacco ‘e tiempo pure ll’ambientaliste ’mmericane, che me pare ca s’ammeretarriano cchiù attenzione, ammacaro p’ammore d’ ’e figlie e d’ ’e nepute nuoste. E chesto pecché – comme steva scritto ‘ncopp’ê cartielle nuoste: “Nun ce sta nisciuno Chian…eta B” !
Aggio scritto ’sta lettera in ‘Ngrese e pure in Napulitano, certo comme songo che ’stu fatto ve farrà piacere. 
Speranno int’ a na risposta ’a vuje, grazzie assaje pe ll’attenzione curtese che m’avite dato.
Sincere salute.
Ermete Ferraro

Ermete Ferraro, Dr.Lett., Dip.A.S. 

Presidente,  Rezza Campana p’ ’a Civiletà  d’ ’o Sole e d’ ’a Biodeverzetà  (www.laciviltadelsole.org )
________________________________________________________________________________
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